
Trinity 10 

My dear Friends,  

I wonder how many of you are in a club, society or association? You may remember the comic actor 

Groucho Marx once writing in a telegram of resignation, "I don't want to be a member of a club that would 

have me as a member.".  Clubs can be strict about the kind of person they want to be part of their group. 

They may have very specific requirements about who is allowed in. I recall many years ago someone being 

asked to resign from the popular Fairwater Conservative Club as he had regularly displayed Labour Party 

posters in his window during election campaigns. Other clubs are based around sporting activities yet they 

often rely on the social activities of non playing members to keep afloat financially. At the moment we all 

might be longing to attend our clubs and groups but we must be patient still. 

Sometimes however clubs can be exclusive and even discriminatory. It can be an unpleasant feeling to be 

rejected as a potential member and being made to feel that your ‘face does not fit’. There is now legislation 

and guidance about many such organisations, yet still there are many ways in life that we can be regarded 

as outsiders or in a persecuted minority. Sadly history right up to the present is littered with extreme 

examples about how one race, nation, class, colour or creed has called itself superior to another and put 

down often in tragic ways those who are different.  

Our Gospel reading this week from Matthew Chapter 15 sees Jesus in the region of Tyre and Sidon. There 

he is approached by a foreigner, a Canaanite woman who in spite of national and gender differences is 

desperate for our Lord's help. Her daughter is sick and she cries out repeatedly to Jesus. The disciples are 

aggrieved and want her to be sent away. Jesus at first appears to have no intention of assisting, he says "I 

was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." Even though the woman kneels at Jesus feet 

imploring him he goes on "It is not fair to take the children's  food and throw it to the dogs". This adds to 

his refusal. Even though she has abased herself he calls the Canaanites 'dogs', an extreme insult. Yet still 

the woman persists, "Yes, Lord yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master's table." 

Mercifully for her and her daughter she is rewarded, Jesus says "Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done 

for you as you wish." Her daughter was healed instantly.  

We might see this only as another of Jesus' wonderful healing miracles but it does have a deeper 

significance. Although, as he says, Jesus was sent to the people of Israel it is clear from such encounters 

that his message, his ministry, his gift of salvation is for those outside that community as well. The parable 

of the Good Samaritan emphasises this as does his meeting with the woman at the well. People who 

display faith in Jesus and act as he would want us to in caring for others no matter who or what they may 

be are not far from the kingdom of heaven.  

As we continue to grapple with the challenges of Covid 19 and learn more about how it affects different 

people of various races, ages and circumstances, we should remember always how Jesus would act and 

follow his example. Although we are not singing at the moment in Church, I often turn to hymnody for 

inspiration. You may recall John Oxenham's hymn 'In Christ there is no east or west'  which has the verse   

'Join hands, united in the faith,  

whate'er your race may be; 

who serve my Father as their own  

are surely kin to me. ' 

Best wishes and prayers,  

Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  

Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  

  


